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ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 ICAE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 
PA-02 SP-02 SS-I5 AID-05 TRSE-00 PC-05 HA-05 
/069 W 

000655 2II933Z/47 

OR211738ZAPR78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6372 
INF AMEMBASY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY SANJOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

UNCLAS MANAGUA 1881 

E.O. 1 1652: NA 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, PINS, NU 
SUBJECT: DISTURBANCES IN MANAGUA 

REE: MANAGUA 1854 

1 . IT APPEARS THE EVENTS OF THE MORNING OE APRIL 20 WERE NEITHER 
COORDINATED NOR INDICATIVE OE A NEW WAVE OE GENERALIZED DISTURBANCES. 
IN CONTRAST THEY WERE SYMPTOMATIC OP THE CURRENT PROCESS OP SPORADIC 
PROTEST DEMONSTRATIONS AND OCCASIONAL VIOLENCE. 

2. THE NUMBER OF PERSONS REPORTED KILLED IN THE BELLA CRUZ SUBURB 
HAS INCREASED TO THREE (GN REPORT). THE GN VERSION OF THAT EVENT 
DIPPERS SIGNIPICANTLY PROM THE RADIO VERSION IN WHICH NUMBEROUS 
PERSONS WHO REMAINED ANONYMOUS SAID THEY HAD BEEN EYEWITNESSES TO 
A KILLING OF UNARMED CIVILIANS BY THE GN. THE GN VERSIONIS THAT A 
PATROL JEEP WAS DAMAGED BY BOMBS WHEN IT WAS FORCED TO STOP AT A 
BARRICADE. (LA PRENSA REPORTAGE SUPPORTS THIS STATEMENT.) REINFORCE- 
MENTS WERE CALLED, AND WHEN A JEEP NEARED THE INDUSTRIAL PLANT, 
SOLECTRA (NOT LA SELECTA AS REPORTED), IT WAS FIRED ON. THE GN PRO- 
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CEEDED TO GIVE CHANGE TO THE FLEEING ATTACKERS, AND THE RESULT, 
ACCORDING TO THE TN, WAS THREE DEAD AND SEVERAL CAPTURED, SOME OF 
WHOM WERE IDENTIFIED AS PSLN. THE GN SAYS THE ATTACKERS OF THE JEEP 
HAD ONE PISTOL AS WELL AS PIPE BOMBS. 

3. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT HOME-MADE FRAGMENTATION BOMBS WERE THROWN AT 
THE GN, THAT REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED, THE ATTACKERS FLED, AND THAT 
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THE GN EVENTUALLY CAUGHT UP WITH SEVERAL OF THEM RESULTING IN SEVERAL 
ARRESTED AND THREE DEAD. THE ALLEGATION THAT TWO OF THE DEAD WERE 
UNARMED AND BEATEN AND KILLED AFTER CAPTURE IS NOT ADDRESSED IN THE 
GN COMMUNIQUE. THE GN HAS ESTABLIHSED A MILITARY INVESTIGATORY 
BOARD TO STUDY THIS INCIDENT. 

4. THE REPORT OF RIOTING ON THE NORTH HIGHWAY IN EASTER MANGUA AP- 
PARENTLY RESULTED FROM AN INCIDENT IN WHICH TWO MEN SET FIRE TO AND 
DESTROYED A BUS. HOWEVER, THERE WAS ALSO EARLIER A BOMB SET OFF IN 
THE SAME AREA AT THE NABISCO PLANT INJURING SEVERAL PERSONS AND 
LATER OTHER BUSES IN OTHER AREAS WERE ALSO BURNED. 

5. THE GN DISRUPTED DEMONSTRATIONS OF STUDENTS AND WOMEN (AMPRONAC) 
IN A POOR NEIGHBORHOOD, AND THERE WERE PROTEST DEMONSTRATIONS IN 
MASAYA AND LEON THE PRECEDING EVENING. THE PROTESTS IN MASAYA RE- 
SULTED WHEN THE GN REMOVED STUDENTS FROM ONE OF THE OCCUPIED PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS. 
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